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Boca store 
sold fakes, 
Cartier says 


LOVE bracelet 
went for $5,000 


By RON HURTIBISE 
Staff writer 


Luxury watch and jew- 
elry maker Cartier is accus- 
ing a longtime Boca Raton 
jeweler of selling counter- 
feit versions of its iconic 
LOVE bracelet for as much 
as $5,000 each. 

Iris & Eileen’s Fine Jew- 
elry Inc., founded in 1996 as 
Eileen’s Fine Jewelry, was 
named as a defendant in a 
federal counterfeiting suit 
filed in US. District Court in 
Fort Lauderdale on July 12 
by Cartier International AG 
and Cartier, a division of 
Richemont North America 
Inc. 

The store is located 
within a cluster of jewelry 
stores in a strip mall at 8221 
Glades Road called Interna- 
tional Jewelers Exchange. 
The store’s principals are 
identified by the state Divi- 
sion of Corporations as Iris 
Seckendorf and Eileen We- 


instein. 

The store was closed on 
Monday. A call to the store’s 
phone number was greeted 
with a recording stating the 
operators were on vacation 
and would return today. 

Designed for Cartier by 
Aldo Cipullo in 1969, “the 
LOVE bracelet has adorned 
the wrists of many famous 
celebrities, including 1970s 
couples such as Elizabeth 
Taylor and Richard Burton, 
Nancy and Frank Sinatra, 
Cary Grant and Dyan Can- 
non, and Ali MacGraw and 
Steve McQueen. Today, the 
LOVE bracelet continues to 
be favored by celebrities 
such as Kylie Jenner.” 

The suit says a Cartier 
agent visited the jewelry 
store in November 2017 and 
“observed bracelets bearing 
imitations of the LOVE 
Trade Dress” — the trade- 
marked design of the prod- 
uct — “and the LOVE 
[trademarks].” Some of the 
bracelets also featured the 
Cartier trademark, the suit 
said, and were offered for 
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State worker wins 
suit on gun checks 


Boss: ‘You work 
for the NRA 


By SKYLER SWISHER 
Staff writer 


Her paycheck came from 
the state, but a whistleblower 
in the office led by Republi- 
can gubernatorial candidate 
Adam Putnam says she was 
told she “worked for the 
NRA” 

A lawsuit is raising new 
questions about Putnam’s 
handling of concealed-carry 
permits. Putnam has already 
been under fire for calling 
himself a “proud NRA sell- 
out” on Twitter and for inter- 


fice failed 
to conduct 
complete 
back- 
ground 
checks on 
hundreds 
of applica- 
tions for 
con- 
cealed- 


Putnam 


carry permits. 

Xenia Bailey, a former 
chief of the Bureau of Li- 
cense Issuance, sued the 
Florida Department of Agri- 
culture and Consumer Serv- 
ices in 2013, claiming “gross 
misconduct” in the depart- 
ment’s handling of gun per- 
mits, according to court re- 


Trump sides with 
Putin on meddling 
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PABLO MARTINEZ MONSIVAIS/AP 


President Donald Trump and Russian President Vladimir Putin shake hands Monday at the beginning of their meeting 
at the Presidential Palace in Helsinki, Finland. Trump criticized the FBI for not doing enough to investigate Democrats. 


President blames 
Mueller for discord 


BY ELI STOKOLS 
AND SABRA AYRES 
Washington Bureau 


Inside 


Republicans recoil at Trump stance 
on Putin, back U.S. intelligence. 6A 


officials. 


HELSINKI — President Donald 
Trump slammed the special counsel’s 
investigation into his campaign’s pos- 
sible election collusion with Russia 
and, with Russian President Vladimir 
Putin alongside him at a news confer- 
ence Monday, seemed to accept Putin’s 
denials of wrongdoing over the unani- 
mous conclusions of U.S. intelligence 


The president also blamed the 
United States for relations with Mos- 
cow that he said have “never been 
worse?” He added, “However, that 
changed as of about four hours ago” — 
referring to his meeting with Putin at 
Finland’s presidential palace. 

When Trump was asked by a U.S. 
reporter whether he believes Putin or 
his own intelligence officials, who 
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amendments to a customs 
bill by hardliners. 3A 
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opposition to President 
Bashar Assad. 2A 


unanimously say Russia did intervene 
for Trump, he replied by criticizing the 
FBI for not doing enough to probe 
Democrats. “My people came to me,” 
Trump said, speaking of intelligence 
officials including director of national 
intelligence Dan Coats, and “They said 
they think it’s Russia. I have President 
Putin. He just said it’s not Russia. I will 
say this, I don’t see any reason why it 
would be.” 

Coats, a former Republican senator 
who on Friday warned that the United 
States “is literally under attack” by Rus- 
sian cyberthreats, felt compelled to is- 
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Jury rejects execution in deputy’s slaying 


By RAFAEL OLMEDA 
Staff writer 


A jury on Monday 
spared the lives of three 
men convicted earlier this 
year of murdering Broward 
Sheriff’s Deputy Brian 
Tephford. 

The same jury that 
found Eloyn Ingraham, 
Bernard Forbes and Andre 
Delancy guilty in March re- 
turned to Broward Circuit 
Judge Paul Backman’s 
courtroom to decide that 
none of the three men de- 
serves to be executed. 

Backman was bound by 
law to sentence the three to 
life in prison for Tephford’s 
murder. 


The defendants each 
were also sentenced to 30 
years in prison for conspir- 
acy to commit murder, 
with credit for the 12 years 
they’ve served since their 
capture, and life in prison 
for the attempted murder 
of Deputy Corey Carbocci, 
who was wounded in the 
shooting Nov. 1, 2006, that 
claimed Tephford’s life. 

The five men and seven 
women on the jury were in 
court for the reading of the 
sentence, seated directly 
behind Carbocci, his wife, 
and Stefanie Tephford- 
Rush, the slain deputy’s 
widow. 

Carbocci and Tephford- 
Rush declined to comment 
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Widow Stefanie Tephford-Rush listens in court Monday. 


after the sentencing hear- 
ing. 

The case was, until 
Monday, one of the oldest 
pending trials in the 


county. 
Ten years passed from 
the crime to the start of 
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